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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to all researchers and practitioners in the fields of landscape architecture and urban studies who are committed to city sustainability. 
































FOREWORD

The subject of landscape architecture is almost synonymous with the creation story. The story depicts an ecological milieu where humans are interconnected with the environment for survival. As human civilization proceeds spatiotemporally in a continuum from one Age to another - from Stone Age through Bronze, Iron, Classical, Medieval, Early Modern, to Modern Age - landscape architecture appears to have developed to a wide spectrum of urban studies consequent upon unprecedented urbanisations and their attendant constantly co-evolving urban challenges. These challenges have assumed multifarious dimensions that call for collaborative remediation efforts that intricately combine the knowledge of landscape architecture and urban studies. With the emergence of the Anthropocene, humans are not only vulnerable to the outcomes of environmental misuse; they also have responsibilities to discharge in ensuring the sustainability and health of Mother Earth. Research in this direction has always received attention from scholars in the multidisciplinary field of city sustainability. The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals is a global index and benchmark that targets city sustainability and against which successes are measurable. This book is an effort geared in this direction to unpack the interplays of landscape architecture and urban studies to achieve city sustainability. The chapters deal with increasingly important aspects of city sustainability that have capacities as inputs into synergetic urban policy actions. These include waterscape restoration strategies, the place of nature in urban spaces, urban land sociological discourse, urban landscapes and green infrastructure, landscape phenomenology, urban environmental quality and quality of life, and policy matters in urban landscape management. The distinctive quality of the book lies in the depth of its application of theoretical underpinnings to solving city sustainability challenges at different levels of urban grains. Its varied approaches to understanding city sustainability and formulating frameworks for achieving sustainable urbanism are premised upon the many areas of expertise of the authors who appear to have been carefully selected and geographically distributed with representation from Nigeria (in Africa), Europe, and the United States of America. The rich mix of scholarship and professional expertise of the authors on the theme of the book as evident in the intellectually immersed chapters is a strength that is highly desirable in a book of this type. The sensibly crafted chapters of the book are imbued with approaches that border on all-inclusive planning, forecasting, and funding strategies for achieving city sustainability in different climes. While the book is a succinct condensation of the literature on the themes of landscape architecture and urban studies with a focus on their roles in city sustainability, it extends the frontiers of knowledge admirably. The last section of the book showcases the professional contributions of Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro, Professor of Landscape Architecture, on his expertise in the practice of landscape architecture and urban design. The book would be relevant to multidisciplinary researches on urban studies, environmental sociology, landscape planning, and essential as a policy guide for urban governance.


Olaniyi OKEDELE, fnia, fsciarb, fisn
Professor of Architecture and Urban Design,
Dean and Chair, Faculty of Environmental Sciences,
Anchor University, Lagos, Nigeria





SCHOLARLY TRIBUTE TO
Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro (PhD)

The occasion of this publication provides an uncommon opportunity to recall the classic quotation of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the distinguished American poet, that “The heights which great men reached and kept were not attained by sudden flight, but they while their mates slept at night, toiled up through the night”1. This not only summarizes the academic journey of Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro, the founding and first Professor of Landscape Architecture at the Federal University of Technology Akure, Nigeria, and a practising Architect, who was being celebrated on the 27th of January 2023 at his retiring age of seventy years [sic], but a plenitude of opportunities to recall, reflect, and reverberate his intellectual contributions to the teaching, research, mentoring, and practice of landscape architecture and urban studies. This succinct article sketches his inspirational achievements along these paths with a view to document them for generations yet unborn. 

The seeds of his genealogical and academic journeys were sown at Ilawe-Ekiti, a medium-sized urban centre in the Yoruba nation of Southwest Nigeria where he had his primary and secondary educations. These germinated seeds were grown intellectually for the pursuit of bachelor's and master’s degrees in architecture at the University of Ife, Ile-Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University Ile-Ife), Nigeria, which were successfully completed in 1981 and 1984 respectively, as he won the University of Ife Merit Scholarship for both programmes. His doctoral degree in architecture was earned from The Federal University of Technology, Akure, Nigeria in 2001 where he also worked meritoriously for over thirty-two years as an erudite scholar.

The teaching and professional contributions of Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro to architecture and urban studies in Nigeria and beyond before and during this period were enhanced through membership and registration with requisite statutory organizations. These include the Nigerian Institute of Architects (NIA), Architects Registration Council of Nigeria (ARCON), Association of Architectural Educators in Nigeria, Nigerian School of Health Association (NSHA), Nigeria Association of Sport Science and Medicine, Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA), Urban Design Group (UDG) London, and International Cities, Town Centers and Communities Society (ICTC), Australia. His enormous contributions to the development and teaching of architecture and urban studies in theory and practice were initially carried out at The Polytechnic Ibadan and Ondo State College of Education, both in Southwest Nigeria between 1984 and 1990, before his appointment at The Federal University of Technology, Akureas Lecturer II in 1990 and rose to become a full Professor in October 2006. His span of influence as a visiting scholar at different periods include: Ladoke Akintola University of Technology, Ogbomoso; University of Lagos, Covenant University, Ota; Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma; and Afe-Babalola University, Ado-Ekiti; all of which are in Nigeria. In addition, he served as an external assessor for many professorial promotions in many Nigerian Universities. 

Though an outstanding researcher and practitioner of landscape architecture and urban studies, his faculty memberships in the listed institutions were uncommonly prominent in many areas of teaching in undergraduate and graduate programmes. These include architectural design; basic construction methods; building components, materials and methods, applied climatology; village survey; behavioural architecture; urban renewal; landscape theory and design; sustainable design; and final research projects. Others include advanced architectural design (life project); advanced urban design; design seminar; advanced urban design workshop; landscape theory and design seminar; advanced design studio; and environmental impact assessment. He advanced these areas passionately with three authored and co-authored teaching materials that were favourites in many schools of architecture in Nigeria.  

The research passion of Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro for landscape architecture and urban studies made him to found the Urban Design Research Team, Nigeria in 2006 which produced two major ground-breaking publications, the Urban and Environmental Sustainability I and II. These publications engage with intellectual approaches to solving constantly emerging environmental challenges through multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary collaborations as the Editor-in-Chief. Aside from spearheading these collective efforts, the outputs of his decades of personal and co-researches are widely published in national and international highly reputable outlets and presented in about fifty Nigerian and international academic and professional fora in twelve countries and five continents, including world congresses of International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA) and IFLA Africa. These are over one-hundred journal articles, thirty-two referred conference proceedings, three books, and eight contributions to books. These research contributions are largely on the planning, design, use, and management of urban green infrastructure, recreation, open spaces, and overall urban liveability and sustainability. 

It is apposite to state categorically that Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro has impacted academia as a mentor and manager with the successful supervision of over onehundred postgraduate students at both master’s and doctoral levels (eight in number, including the first two editors of this book) and holding key management positions in the academic community respectively. His indefatigable mentoring through insights into cutting-edge academic topics during periods of successful supervision cannot be overemphasized. These includeanalysis of the physical transformation of residential buildings in government estates, assessment of neighbourhood green infrastructure and environmental sustainability, evaluation of university open spaces’ utilization and the implications for campus landscape design, and impact of the transformation of recreational open spaces on public residential estates. Others include appraisal of urban renewal strategies for sustainable development,users’ perception of physical facilities in university teaching hospitals, assessment of cultural landscapes and heritages, and assessment of stakeholders’ perception of environmental aesthetics in recreational open spaces, among many others. His mentorship contribution to the disciplines of landscape architecture and urban studies also found footing in many Nigerian universities where he was an external assessor and examiner of bachelor's, master’s, and doctoral theses. Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro also contributed as a Reviewer and Editorial Board Member to many academic and professional Journals.

As an administrator in the academic community, he served in many capacities where he responsibly discharged his duties. He served as chairman and member of more than forty committees at the departmental, school and University levels. He was a pioneering member of staff of the Department of Architecture and served as Head of the Department in acting capacity during which time he had the opportunity to participate in the ARCON/NIA redesign of the Bachelor of Architecture degree programme of six years into the two-tier programmes of B. Tech and M. Tech degrees which earned the Department accreditations by the professional bodies, ARCON/NIA, and the National Universities Commission during his tenures. As the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Development), he served as a member of the University’s Principal Officers and was responsible to the Vice-Chancellor. These include taff development and infrastructural support/need for academic programmes; Exchange and linkage programmes, both local and international; Fund raising and Capital campaign programmes; Liaising with external agencies and NGOs; Working with alumni for the purpose of realizing the goals of the University; Functions dealing with need-driven research; and Supervision of physical planning unit for the design and construction of University buildings and other infrastructures.

Despite these academic feats, he demonstrated a very high link between the theory and practice of architecture, landscape architecture, and urban studies through his Consultancy Services. He worked in various places like Modular Group Architects and Team Design Associates in Lagos. He designed and supervised several residential, institutional and complex buildings and landscape projects through the Alfad Associates, a consulting firm he founded to assist young architects in their SIWES/IT programmes and ARCON Professional practice examinations. He contributed to the infrastructural developments of his institutions in particular and members of the community. His outstanding performance qualified him as a recipient of fifteen awards of excellence from within and outside the institutions where he worked. These include Recognition of Dedication by FUTA Architecture Student Association 2007/2008 Executives; Selfless Service Award by The Federal University of Technology Akure, School of Earth and Mineral Sciences; Vice-Chancellors’ Complimentary Medal by The Federal University of Technology Akure, Nigeria; Award of Excellence by FUTA Students’ Union; Award of Excellence by Corpus Christ College Ilawe Ekiti Old Students Association and FUTA Alumni Hall of Fame; among others. 
Despite these high levels of commitment and dedication to the research and practice of his disciplines and careers, it is imperative to conclude that Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro is a successful husband, father, grandfather, mentor, socialite, and religionist. His footprints promise to continue to be impactful to future generations.  

Note

1Longfellow, H. W. (1880). The Complete Poetical Works of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company.
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PREFACE

The dynamic level of global urbanisation with unabated distortions to the ecosystems and the demand for basic life-sustaining facilities, suggests the continuous need to find solutions to the human-environment entanglements. In other words, high levels of infrastructural decay, forest and other green space depletion, distortions to the cultural landscape, biodiversity, aesthetics, recreation and livability of cities, among others, are disturbing issues not only to policymakers but also to professionals, especially in the built environment. This festschrift for Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro, Professor of Landscape Architecture, has been able to bring together academia and professionals in the area of Landscape Architecture and Urban Studies to address issues of concern and equally further expand the discussions on the various concepts in Landscape Architecture and Urban Studies.

The contributions from the wealth of experiences of the various authors in this book will further assist in alleviating the paucity of adequate and contemporary information on approaches relevant to finding solutions to current global environmental challenges. The book has been able to achieve its target of gathering evidence-based intellectual approaches to unpacking the diverse challenges to city sustainability through the lenses of Landscape Architecture and Urban Studies from a global perspective in different climes. The book provides an addition to the literature and insights into urban governance. It is a wealth of resources for all who live in, and love sustainability in the city’s growth and development.

Joseph A. Adedeji is Alexander von Humboldt Foundation Fellow and Associate Professor in the Department of Architecture, Federal University of Technology, Akure, Nigeria

Adedotun A. Dipeolu is Senior Lecturer and past Head in the Department of Architecture, Olabisi Onabanjo University, College of Engineering and Environmental Studies, Ifo-Ogun State, Nigeria.

Ayodele S. Jegede is Professor and Chair of Research Ethics Committee and Director of University of Ibadan Research Management Office, Nigeria
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction: landscape architecture, urban studies, and city sustainability

Joseph Adeniran Adedeji, Adedotun Ayodele Dipeolu and Ayodele Samuel Jegede

Preamble
Landscape Architecture and Urban Studies are analogous to two intricately interlaced sides of a single coin for securing city sustainability. While Urban Studies is the Architecture of cities, Landscape Architecture is situated in its context at the intersection of spatial considerations for the comfortable use of outdoor and green spaces, environmental quality and challenges, environment and behaviour, urban morphology, landscape hermeneutics, and environmental sustainability of the urban grain. Urban Studies present the opportunity to understand the city landscape from the complex arrays of social, cultural, economic, educational, political, technological, geographical, historical, and aesthetic perspectives. These connections have become more crucial with the growing global concern for the ever-increasing environmental crisis and the city being at the centrestage of the receiving end. This is in view of the highly dynamic level of global urbanisation with up to 55% of the global human population now dwelling in cities, which is projected by the United Nations to increase to about 70% by 2050 (McDonald et al., 2020). With the emergence of the Anthropocene, the current urban sustainability debate calls for all-inclusive multifarious cutting-edge approaches. These should account for the roles of politics, sociocultural orders, architecture, land use, urban governance, housing and religion in shaping different urban forms towards city sustainability. This is the crux of this book. It aims to gather evidence-based intellectual approaches to unpacking the diverse challenges to city sustainability through the lenses of Landscape Architecture and Urban Studies from a global perspective in different climes. It promises to be a great and timely addition to the literature, provide insights into urban governance and would be a wealth of resource for all scholars in landscape architecture, urban studies, sociology, anthropology, and all areas of human settlement studies.
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CHAPTER 12

Landscape project appraisal

Psychosomatic impacts of landscaping of Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Moro Campus, Nigeria: A project analysis

  Project Location: Moro Campus, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria
  Consultant Landscape Architects: ALFAD Associates, Nigeria
  Area: 202,821.63 m²
  Year: 2015 
  Contractor: Landmap Nig. Ltd., Nigeria
  Horticulturist: Febeam Nig. Company
  Principal Landscape Architect: Joseph Akinlabi Fadamiro
  Photographs and Interviews: Kingsley Emeka Okafor
  Text: Joseph Adeniran Adedeji  

Introduction
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Moro Campus, Nigeria, is the Centre for Distance Learning of the University. The Centre is located at the Moro end of the highly expansive Campus of thousands of hectares that stretch from Ile-Ife to Moro in Osun State, Southwest Nigeria. The landscaping of the Centre from a former state of mere aggregation of buildings and open spaces to a serene campus setting was a complete landscaping package that spanned from the pre-contract stage of landscape design, through the contract stage of landscape implementation, to post-contract maintenance. This article analyzes the psychosomatic impacts of this campus landscape (e.g., see figures 12.1, 12.2, 12.3) on users and overall campus experiences with a view to identifying the success factors. After sketching the socio-spatial characterizations of the campus landscape, the article examines the post-occupancy feedback on the psychosomatic experiences of four categories of users and stakeholders. These are the management, maintenance, staff members, and students. 
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Figure 12.1: Avenue and premises plantings, Administrative Zone, Moro Campus, Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. 
Source: Kingsley Emeka Okafor
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This book attempts answers to the
question of the roles of landscape
architecture and urban studies to
achieving city sustainability. Written by
highly experienced experts in these fields,
the book addresses the extent to which
urban spaces could be ecologically
sustainable and how cities could be
ecocentrically reframed as ‘nature centres”
with sustainability in focus. These
researchers from diverse geographical
backgrounds provide cutting-edge
evidence-based approaches to city
sustainability in the form of frameworks
on urban political ecology, biophilic
ideologies, plant narratives, and
landscape phenomenology.
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